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states,  to  travel,  annually,  such  a  great  dis¬ 
tance,  to  the  Conference. 

In  the  mean  time,  brothers  Boehm- and 
Geeting  died,  and  brother  Otterbein  desired, 
that  another  bishop  should  be  elected,  be¬ 
cause  infirmity  and  old  age  would  not  permit 
him  to  superintend  any  longer,  who  should 
take  charge  of  the  society,  and  preserve  Dis¬ 
cipline  and  order.  It  was  resolved  at  a  for¬ 
mer  Conference,  that  whenever  one  of  the 
bishops  died,  another  should  be  elected  in 
his  place; — accordingly,  brother  Christian 
Newcomer  was  elected  bishop,  to  take  charge 
anti  superintend  the  concerns  of  the  society. 

The  'want  of  a  Discipline  in  the  society, 
had  long  been  deeply  felt;  and  partial  at¬ 
tempts  having  been  made  at  different  times; 
it  was  resolved  at  the  Conference  held  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  that  a  General  Conference  be 
held,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  same,  in  a 
manner,  not  derogatory  to  the  word  of  God. 
The  members  of  this  Conference  were  to  be 
elected  from  among  the  preachers,  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country;  by  a  vole  of  the 
members  throughout  the  society  in  general. 

The  following  brethren  were  duly  elected: 

Chf.  Newcomer,  Daniel  Treyer, 
Ab’rm.  Hiestand,Geo.  Benedum, 
Andrew  Zeller, Ab’rm.  Tracobl, 
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Christian  Berger,  Henry  G.  Spatth, 
Abraham  Meyer,  I.  Nighswanger, 
John  Schneider,  Christian  Krum, 

Henry  Kumler,  &  Jacob  Bowles. 

The  Conference  convener!  on  the  6th  of 
June  1835,  near  Mount  Pleasant,  West¬ 
moreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  After  a 
mature  deliberation,  they  presented  to  their 
brethren,  a  Discipline,  containing  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  rules  of  the  church;  desiring  that 
they,  together  with  the  word  of  God,  should 
be  strictly  observed. 

God  is  a  God  of  order,  but  where  there  is 
no  order  nor  church  Discipline,  the  spirit  of 
love  and  charity  will  soon  be  lost. 

Therefore,  brethren,  we  beseech  you  to 
lollow  the  example  of  our  Lord.  As  it  is 
written,  be  kindly  affectionate  one  to  another 
with  brotherly  love,  in  honor  preferring  one 
another.  Let  the  mind  be  in  you  which  was 
in  Christ,  who  took  upon  himself  the  form 
of  a  servant,  humbled  himself  and  became  o- 
bedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
cross,  that  by  his  grace  we  may  submit  our¬ 
selves  one  to  another  in  the  fear  of  God. — 
-He  who  will  not  submit,  is  in  want  of  hum¬ 
ble  love;  Jesus  said,  whosoever  will  be  chief 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  servant.  By 
this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disci- 
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pies,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another,  and  who¬ 
so  loveth  not,  abidethm  death.  Let  us  walk 
in  newness  of  life,  that  the  prayer  of  our  Lord 
may  be  answered  in  us;  that  we  may  be  one 
in  him,  and  that  he  may  give  us  the  glory, 
which  he  gave  to  his  disciples,  that  we  may 
be  one,  even  as  he  and  the  Father  are  one. — 
Therefore,  beloved  brethren,  let  us  strive  to 
be  like-minded,  having  the  same  love,  being 
of  one  accord,  of  one  mind;  let  no  one  speak 
or  think  evil  of  his  brother,  but  pray  God 
that  he  may  grant  us  his  spirit,  and  an  earn¬ 
est  desire  to  lead  a  truly  devoted  life,  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  his  holy  name.  Amen. 


CON STITUTION  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


WE  as  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
UNITED  BRETHREN  IN  CHRIST, 
in  order  to  retain  a  perfect  union, — accom¬ 
plish  the  ends  of  justice  and  equity , — insure 
ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  domestic  tranquili¬ 
ty;  provide  tor  the  common  interest  of  the 
Church, — promote  the  general  welfare  of 
society,  and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  the 
gospel  to  ourselves,  our  posterity,  and  our 
fellow  men  in  general ;  do  ordain  and  estab¬ 
lish  the  following  CONSTITUTION,  for 
the  Church  aforesaid. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Sec.  1. — All  ecclesiastical  power  herein 
granted,  to  make  or  reppeal  any  rule  of  Di¬ 
scipline,  shall  he  vested  in  a  General  Con¬ 
ference,  which  shall  consist  of  ministers  cho¬ 
sen  and  elected  by  the  members,  in  every 
Conference  district,  throughout  the  society. 
Nevertheless,  nothing  shall  be  done,  so  as  to 
change  the  article  of  laith,  or  in  anywise,  de¬ 
stroy  the  itinerant  plan. 

Sec.  2 — No  minister  shall  be  considered 
eligible  tor  election,  until  he  has  stood  in  the 
capacity  as  Elder,  lor  the  term  of  three  years; 
having  maintained  a  good  moral  character, 
during  that  time.  Any  Elder,  receiving  a 
transler,  from  one  Conference  to  another, 
shall  not  be  considered  eligible  tor  election, 
under  a  term  of  two  years;  and  not  then, 
without  a  sufficient  recommendation  from 
the  Conference,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member. 

Sec.  B. — The  number  of  delegates  from 
each  Conference  District,  shall  not  exceed 
one,  for  every  five  hundred  members.  But 
should  it  so  happen,  that  a  Conference  would 
be  formed  in  a  territory,  not  having  five  hun¬ 
dred  members  within  its  District;  that  Con¬ 
ference,  shall  nevertheless,  have  one  dele¬ 
gate  to  represent  its  members  in  General 
Conference. 
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Sec.  4. — If  any  vacancies  should  occur, 
through  sickness  or  otherwise,  after  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  delegates;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Presiding  Elder  or  Elders,  immediately, 
to  notify  the  next  highest  on  the  list  of  votes, 
that  he  is  now  a  member,  to  represent  that 
District,  in  the  ensuing  General  Conference. 

Sec.  5. — The  Bishops  shall  upon  all  occa¬ 
sions,  be  considered  members  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  to  preside  as  the  organs  of 
that  body,  as  in  annual  Conferences.  Bish¬ 
ops  shall  be  elected  every  four  years,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  General  Conference,  by  the 
members  of  that  body,  from  among  the  El¬ 
ders  throughout  the  Church;  who  may  have 
stood  in  that  capacity  for  a  term,  not  less  than 
six  years. 

Sec.  6. — The  General  Conference  shall  be 
held  once,  every  four  years.  At  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  which,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
same,  to  publish  or  cause  to  be  published, 
(excepting  such  parts  as  may  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  expedient,)  all  their  proceedings,  lor 
the  benefit  of  society  in  general. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1. — The  members  in  each  Confer¬ 
ence  District,  shall  solely  have  the  privilege 
of  choosing  and  electing  the  delegates  for 
General  Conference;  which  shall  invariably 
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be  done,  at  least,  three  months  previous  to 
the  sitting  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2. — In  the  election  of  delegates  for 
General  Conference;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  annual  Conference,  to  appoint  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  three,  in  their  several  Conference  Dis¬ 
tricts,  to  receive  and  count  the  votes,  and 
immediately  apprize  those  who  may  have 
been  elected. 

Sec.  3. — It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
annual  Conference,  to  furnish  the  Presiding 
.Elders,  with  a  list  of  all  the  Elders,  eligible 
for  election:  The  Presiding  Elders  shall  fur¬ 
nish  each  circuit  preacher  in  charge;  whose 
duty  it  shall  be,  to  furnish  each  classleader 
or  sleward  throughout  the  circuit, with  a  copy 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  4. — It  shall  be  (he  duty  of  each  class- 
leader  or  steward,  to  appoint  a  meeting  of 
the  members  of  each  class;  lor  the  purpose 
of  electing,  by  ballot  or  otherwise,  one  or 
more  delegates  to  represent  them  in  General 
Conference. 

Sec.  5. — It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  each 
classleader  or  steward,  to  sign,  enclose  and 
seal,  each  bill  of  election — hand  it  over  to 
the  preacher  in  charge;  he  again,  to  the  Pre¬ 
siding  Elder;  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  trans¬ 
mit  the  same,  to  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  annual  Confereoce. 
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Sec.  6. — The  comihittea  appointed  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  count  the  votes,  shall  make  a  list 
of  all  the  persons  voted  for,  and  the  number 
of  votes  for  each.  Should  any  two  or  more 
of  the  candidates,  have  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  the  individuals  thus  appointed,  shall 
determine  by  lot,  who,  or  which  of  them  are 
elected.  They  shall  also  forward  the  names 
of  those  elected,  to  the  Conference  Printing 
Establishment,  for  publication. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1. — Each  annual  Conference  shall 
come  fully  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference;  except,  under  such  regula¬ 
tions  as  the  General  Conference  may  deem 
expedient,  in  relation  to  local  matters,  so  as 
not  to  prove  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the 
whole  society. 

Sec.  2. — The  business  of  each  annual  Con¬ 
ference,  shall  strictly  be  done  according  to 
Discipline. 

Sec.  3. — Any  annual  Conference,  acting 
in  violation  of  the  doings  of  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  shall  by  impeachment,  be  tried  by  the 
same. 

Sec.  4. — No  annual  Conference,  shall  have 
the  exclusive  right,  to  form  or  admit  any 
aew  Conference  within  the  bounds  of  society, 
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without  the  consent  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Sec.  5. — All  officers,  whether  Bishops, 
Presiding  Elders,  &c.;  shall,  on  impeach¬ 
ment,  be  dealt  with  according  to  Discipline, 
as  other  members,  expelled  or  retained,  as 
the  case  may  require. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  1. — If  at  any  time,  after  the  passing 
of  this  Constitution,  it  should  be  contempla¬ 
ted,  either  to  alter  or  amend  the  same:  It 
shall  be  the  privilege  of  any  member  in  so¬ 
ciety,  to  publish  or  cause  to  be  published, 
such  contemplation,  at  least  three  months, 
before  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

Sec.  2 — No  General  Conference,  shall 
have  the  power  to  alter  or  amend,  the  fore¬ 
going  Constitution,  except  it  be,  by  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  of  that  body. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

_  Inasmuch,  as  it  is  the  indefeasible  right  of 
every  man,  to  think  and  act  for  himself,  in 
matters  of  faith  and  morality.  This  right 
not  only  being  granted  by  the  charter  of  hi* 
creation,  but  also,  by  the  Discipline  adopted 


for  the  better  government  of  the  Church  of 
the.  United. Brethren  in  Christ;  be  it  resolv¬ 
ed  tiierefoi>e>—  :  ’  "  •/.  ”  ■  • 

1st.  That  no.  rule  be  adopted  by  Gejti^r- 
al  Conference,  so  as  to  infringe  up<in  the 
rights  of  any,  as  it  relates  to  the  mode  and 
manner  of  baptism,  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  supper,  or  the  washing  of  feet,  &c. 

2d.  Resolved,  No  rule  or  ordinance  shall 
be  passed  in  General  Conference,  so  as  to  de¬ 
prive  the  local  preachers  of  the  eligibility  of 
election,  as  delegates  to  the  same.  Nor  yet, 
to  deprive  them  of  their  legal  vote  in  the  an¬ 
nual  Conferences,  to  which  they  severally  be¬ 
long. 

3d.  Resolved,  that  the  foregoing  resolu¬ 
tions,  shall  neither  be  altered  or  appealed, 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  whole 
Conference. 

Done  in  General  Conference,  by  the  unan¬ 
imous  consent  of  that  body,  this  11th  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  names. 


HENRY  KUMLER, 
SAMUEL  HIE3TAND, 
JACOB  ERB, 

JACOB  WINTER, 

JACOB  RHINEHART, 
JACOB  J,  CLOSSBRENNEK 


'  ADAM  HETZLER, 

DAVID  V\TEJ  11£», . 

,  ,  *  ■*  ;  : '  jtlHN  DOR«yAp,  ‘  ,** 

,‘“(GfcOB3E  HISSEJ','  ‘ 

;  *  •  *  ,  •  sofffiT  cooks, 

'  *  WILLIAM  HANBT, 

JNO  FETHERHOFF, 
WILLIAM  STUBBS, 
FRANCIS  WBITCOM, 

JOHN  LOPP, 

FREDERICK  KENOYER, 
WILLIAM  DAVIS. 


CIRCULAR. 

To  the  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted,  Brethren  in  Christ,  throughout  these 
United  States. 

Dear  brethren,  by  whose  authority,  we  as 
a  General  Conference,  have  been  authorized 
to  legislate,  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  our  Church;  and  having  long 
since  been  convinced,  of  the  great  necessity 
of  a  constitution,  for  the  better  regulation 
thereof;  have  by  unanimous  consent,  framed 
and  established  the  foregoing.  We  are  well 
-  aware  that  we  have  transcended  the  bounds 
given  us  by  our  Discipline,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Constitution;  Article  fourth, 
Section  second:  Declaring  that  the  said  Con¬ 
stitution,  can  neither  be  altered  or  amended, 
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without  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  a  Gener¬ 
al  Conference.  If  there  had  been  a  general 
notice  given  to  the  Church,  previous  to  the 
election  of  delegates,  that  there  would  be  a 
memorial  offered  to  General  Conference, 
praying  them  to  adopt  a  constitution,  and  to 
ratify  it,  agreeable  to  Article  fourth;  Sec¬ 
tion  second:  then  the  General  Conference 
would  have  had  full  power,  to  have  done  so. 
The  object  of  this  circular  is, (feeling  that  the 
government  of  our  Church  is  not  as  firm  as 
it  ought  to  be,)  to  give  notice  to  our  Church 
throughout  the  union,  that  we  intend  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  memorial  to  the  next  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  praying  them  to  ratify  the  constitution 
now  adopted,  according  to  Article  fourth. 
Section  second:  In  testimony  of  our  ardent 
desire  for  the  welfare  of  our  Church,  and  the 
general  spread  of  the  gospel. 

Written  by  order  of  General  Conference, 
Germantown,  Ohio;  May  12th  1837. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  same,  by 

William  R.  Rhixehakt,  Sec’ry. 


SECTION  FIRST. 


The  Confession  of  Faith. 

In  the  name  of  God  we  declare  and  confess 
before  all  men,  that  we  believe  in  the  only 
true  God,  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost; 
that  these  three  are  one,  the  Father  in  the 
Son,  the  Son  in  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  equal  in  essence  or  being  with  both. 
That  this  triune  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  visible 
as  well  as  invisible,  and  furthermore,  sus¬ 
tains,  governs,  protects  and  supports  the 
same. 

We  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  is  ve¬ 
ry  God  and  man,  that  he  became  incarnate 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Mary,  and  was  born  of  her  :  that  he  is 
the  Saviour  and  Mediator  of  the  whole  hu¬ 
man  race,  if  they  with  full  faith  in  him,  ac¬ 
cept  the  grace  proffered  in  Jesus.  That  this 
Jesus  sufTered  and  died  on  the  cross  I  or  us, 
was  buried,  arose  again  on  the  third  day,  as¬ 
cended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  on  the  right 
.hand  of  God,  to  intercede  for  us,  and  that  he 
6hall  come  again  at  the  last  day  to  judge  the 
quick  and  the  dead. 

We  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  he  is 
equal  in  being  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
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and  that  he  comforts  the  faithful,  and  guide* 
them  into  all  truth. 

We  believe  in  a  holy  Christian  Church, 
the  communion  of  saints,  the  resurrection  of 
the  body,  and  life  everlasting. 

We  believe,  that  the  Holy  Bible,  old  and 
new  Testament,  is  the  word  of  God;  that  it 
contains  the  only  true  way  to  our  salvation; 
that  every  true  Christian  is  bound  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  receive  it  with  the  influence  of  the 
spirit  of  God,  as  their  only  rule  and  guide; 
and  that  without  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  true 
repentance,  forgiveness  of  sins  and  following 
alter  Christ,  no  one  can  be  a  true  Christian. 

We  also  believe,  that  what  is  contained  in 
the  holy  scriptures,  to  wit:  the  fall  in  Adam 
and  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ,  shall 
be  preached  throughout  the  world. 

We  believe  that  the  ordinances,  namely: 
baptism  and  the  rememberance  of  the  suffer¬ 
ings  and  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are 
to  be  in  use  and  practiced  by  all  Christian  so¬ 
cieties:  and  that  it  is  incumbent  on  all  the 
children  of  God,  particularly,  to  practice 
them;  but  the  manner  in  which,  ought  al¬ 
ways  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  understand¬ 
ing  of  every  individual.  Also,  the  example 
of  washing  ieet,  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  ev¬ 
ery  one  to  practice  or  not;  but  it  is  not  be¬ 
coming,  for  any  of  our  preachers  to  traduce 
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any  of  his  brethren,  whose  judgment  and  un¬ 
derstanding,  in  this  respect,  are  different  from 
his  own,  either  in  public  or  in  private;  who¬ 
soever  shall  make  himself  guilty  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  shall  be  considered  a  traducer  of  his 
brethren,  and  shall  be  answerable  for  the 
same,  to  the  annual  Conference. 


SECTION  SECOND. 


General  and  Nearly  Conferences. 

Question.  After  what  manner,  are  the 
transactions  of  tiie  Conferences  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  ? 

Answer.  It  is  desired,  that  all  things  be 
considered  on  these  occasions,  as  in  the"  im¬ 
mediate  presence  of  God:  That  every  per¬ 
son  rise  and  speak  ireely  whatever  is  in  his 
heart. 

Qst.  How,  and  in  what  manner  are  the 
members  of  General  Conference  elected? — 
Q&See  Constitution. — 

Qst.  How  often  are  the  General  Confer- 
-  ences  to  tie  held. 

/Ins.  Every  four  years. 

Qst.  Has  the  General  Conference  any 
other  power,  which  the  annual  Conference 
has  not  ? 
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Ans.  The  General  Conference  has  the 
power  alone  to  elect  one  or  more  Bishops, 
from  among  the  Elders,  for  a  period  of  four 
years;  furthermore,  to  adopt  such  rules  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  better  interest  of 
the  society  in  general.  Yet,  nothing  shall 
be  done  by  the  said  Conference,  which  would 
in  any  wise  affect  or  change  the  article  of 
faith;  neither  the  spirit,  intent,  or  meaning 
of  the  rules  or  Discipline  as  they  now  stand. 
The  General  Conference  has  to  determine 
the  districts  and  bounds  of  the  yearly  Con¬ 
ferences. 

Qst.  Who  are  the  members  of  the  year¬ 
ly  Conference? 

Ans.  All  the  Elders  &  licentiate  preach¬ 
ers,  who  are  for  the  time  being  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  where  the  Conference  is  held;  but  when 
such  licentiate  preachers  are  proposed  for  or¬ 
dination,  the  Elders  only  shall  determine  the 
same  by  vote. 

Qst.  In  what  manner  are  the  transactions 
of a  Conference  to  be  conducted? 

Ans.  A  portion  of  scripture  will  be  read; 
also  singing  and  prayer  each  day,  at  the  ope¬ 
ning  of  Conference; — singing  and  prayer  at 
the  close. 

2.  The  Conference  shall  also  elect  two 
Secretaries,  one  German  and  one  English, 
wherever  it  may  be  necessary. 
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3.  The  preachers  will  be  examined,  re¬ 
specting  their  deportment  towards  their  fel¬ 
low  beings;  whether  their  conduct  in  life  be 
blameless,  and  whether  they  employ  as  much 
time  as  possible  to  promote  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

4.  Have  any  of  the  preachers  died  during 
the  last  year? 

5.  Who  are  the  candidates  for  the  Min¬ 
istry  ? 

6.  Are  any  to  be  ordained  to  the  office 
of  Eldership? 

7.  Who  is  willing  to  travel  the  ensuing 
year,  without  reserve? 

8.  Who  are  the  Presiding  Elders? 

9.  What  has  been  collected  for  contin¬ 
gent  expenses,  and  the  salary  ol  travelling 
preachers  ? 

10.  Has  reckoning  been  made  with  the 
travelling:  preachers? 

11.  Have  they  received  their  dues? 

12.  Where  are  the  preachers  stationed 
this  year? 

13.  W  hen  and  where  shall  our  next  Con¬ 
ference  be  held  ? 

14.  Is  there  any  thing  more  to  do? 

15.  Is  all  that  has  been  done  entered  up¬ 
on  record  ? 
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SECTION  THIRD. 

Election  of  Bishops  and  their  duty* 

Qst.  How  are  the  Bishops  to  be  elected? 

Ans.  The  General  Conference  shall  e- 
lect  them  by  a  majority  of  votes, nevertheless, 
the  Conference  may,  at  their  option,  retain 
the  former  Bishop  or  Bishops,  yet  other  four 
years.  The  newly  elected,  however,  as  well 
as  those  retained,  must  be  capable  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  Conferences  appointed  them,  other¬ 
wise  they  cannot  be  elected. 

Qst.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  Bishops? 

Am.  1.  To  preside  in  our  Conferences. 

2.  They  have  in  conjunction  with  the  Pre¬ 
siding  Elders,  of  the  past  and  present  year,  to 
fix  the  appointments  of  the  travelling  preach¬ 
ers  for  the  several  circuits,  provided,  they 
shall  not  allow  any  itinerant  preachers  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  same  station,  more  than  three 
years  successively;  unless  particular  circum¬ 
stances  require  it,  and  only  then,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Conference. 

3.  The  Bishops,  in  conjunction  with  two 
Elders  appointed  by  Conference;  shall  point 
out  the  Districts  which  are  to  be  travelled  by 
the  Presiding  Elders. 

4.  They  have  to  attend  the  Conferences, 
and  oversee  the  spiritual  concerns  of  the 
Church. 
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6.  It  is  incumbent  on  them  to  perform 
the  rites  of  ordination. 

6.  When  a  Bishop  ceases  or  neglects  to 
attend  the  several  Conferences  committed  to 
his  charge,  he  cannot  be  suffered  to  retain 
his  office;  unless  it  be  through  sickness  or 
some  other  unavoidable  circumstance. 

7.  If  our  Church  should  at  anytime,  be 
destitute  of  a  Bishop,  in  consequence  of  death, 
suspension  or  otherwise;  a  chairman  shall  be 
elected  from  among  the  Elders,  at  each  an¬ 
nual  Conference,— each  chairman  shall  at¬ 
tend  the  next  succeeding  Conference,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  chairman  there  elected; 
that  a  regular  correspondence  be  maintained, 
until  the  ensuing  General  Conference,  where 
one  or  more  Bishops  shall  be  elected. 

8.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Bishops  to 
see  that  a  suitable  sermon  be  delivered  to 
the  preachers  present,  during  the  silting  of 
every  annual  Conference. 


SECTION  FOURTH. 


Presiding  Elders,  election  and  duty, 

Qst.  How  are  the  Presiding  elders  elec¬ 
ted. 

Jins.  The  Bishops  shall  propose  to  the 
Conference  some  of  the  Elders,  who  have 
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stood  their  time  of  probation,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Conference,  elect  them  lor  one 
year. 

Qst.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  Presiding 
Elder. 

£n$.  1.  To  travel  through  the  District 
appointed  him,  and  preach  as  often  as  he  can. 

2.  He  is  to  take  charge  of  the  travelling 
and  local  preachers  in  his  District,  and  see 
that  they  conduct  themselves  as  becometh 
the  gospel  of  Christ. 

3.  He  shall  appoint  the  quarterly  and 
camp-meetings,  and  if  possible  attend  them; 
he  shall  administer  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and 
hold  quarterly-meeting  Conferences  with  the 
preachers,  exhorters,  leaders  and  stewards; 
he  shall  further  enquire  into,  and  examine 
whether  the  travelling  and  local  preachers 
do  their  duty,  particularly,  whether  the  lo¬ 
cal  preachers,  when  practicable,  preach  eve¬ 
ry  Sunday:  and  where  there  are  more  than 
one,  to  change  them  at  times,  where  the 
most  benefit  is  likely  to  result;  and  to  ex¬ 
hort  them,  that  they  maintain  discipline  and 
order,  love  ar.d  seriousness  in  the  societies. 

4.  He  can  also,  in  conjunction  with  two 
Elders,  preachers,  exhorters  or  leaders, 
(one  from  each  circuit,)  change  the  preach¬ 
ers  on  his  District.  Should  any  circuit  be 
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found  without  a  travelling  preacher,  it  shall 
be  his  duty  to  employ  a  preacher  to  travel 
on  that  circuit,  until  the  next  annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

5.  And  should  it  so  happen,  that  a  Dis¬ 
trict  should  be  without  a  Presiding  Elder, 
information  thereof  shall  immediately  be 
given  to  a  Bishop,  who  shall  appoint  an  El¬ 
der  in  the  district,  to  act  as  Presiding  Elder 
until  the  ensuing  annual  Conference. 


SECTION  FIFTH. 


Duty  of  Circuit  Preachers  and 
iioiv  received. 

Qst.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  circuit 
preacher  ? 

Ans.  To  submit  peaceably  to  the  station 
appointed  him  by  Conference. 

2.  He  shall  attend  the  appointments  on 
his  circuit  regularly,  preach  to  the  people, 
and  hold  society  meetings  with  the  mem¬ 
bers,  wherever  it  is  acceptable  with  the 
class. 

.3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in 
charge,  to  see  that  there  are  suitable  persons 
appointed  in  each  class,  as  steward,  leader  or 
leaders. 

4.  He  shall  read  three  sections  of  our 
Discipline,  every  six  months,  in  each  class; 
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namely ,-^—the  Article  of  Faith,  the  Duty  of 
Members,  and  the  Duty  of  Leaders  and 
Stewards. 

5.  He  shall  sit  as  president  on  the  trial 
of  members,  and  keep  a  correct  account  of 
the  same. 

6.  He  shall  render  a  strict  account  of  the 
condition  of  his  circuit,  to  the  Presiding 
Elder,  at  each  quarterly  Conference. 

7.  He  shall  give  charge  to  all  sub-agents 
of  the  Religious  Telescope,  to  keep  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  its  subscribers,  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  neighborhoods. 

8  He  shall  also  make  settlement  with  the 
sub-agents  once  a  year,  and  render  an  ac¬ 
count  thereof  to  the  district  agent. 

9.  He  shall  furthermore  make  out  a  list 
of  all  the  appointments  on  his  circuit,  and 
present  them  to  the  Presiding  Elder,  at 
each  annual  Conference,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  next  who  may  travel  that  circuit. 


SECTION  SIXTH. 


Elders,  their  Election,  Ordination  and 
duty. 

Qst.  How  is  an  Elder  constituted  ? 

Ans,  After  a  probation  of  three  years,  a 
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preacher  may  be  presented  to  the  yearly 
Conference,  for  consideration ;  and  if  on  ex¬ 
amination  by  the  Conference,  he  should  be 
chosen  as  an  Elder,  he  may,  by  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  hands,  be  ordained  by  a  Bishop  and 
two  Elders.  It  shall,  however,  be  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  an  Annual  Conference,  to  grant  a 
permit  to  licentiates,  to  perform  the  ordin¬ 
ance  of  baptism,  and  administer  the  sacra¬ 
ment  where  circumstances  make  it  neces¬ 
sary. 

2.  What  is  the  duty  of  an  Elder? — To 
preach  as  often  as  he  can,  and  to  baptize; 
and  assist  the  Presiding  Elder  to  administer 
the  Lord’s  supper;  but  when  the  Presiding 
Elder  cannot  attend,  then  one  or  two  Elders 
shall  perform  this  duty;  he  shall  also  perform 
all  parts  of  divine  worship;  endeavor  to  es¬ 
tablish  and  hold  class-meetings,  and  assist 
in  the  election  of  leaders  and  stewards. 

3.  To  make  a  collection,  freely  contribut¬ 
ed,  quarterly,  for  the  traveling  preachers 
and  for  the  poor ;  to  take  specification  there¬ 
of,  signed  by  the  leader,  at  each  place,  and 
when  there  is  no  leader  present,  to  have  it 
signed  by  some  other  member,  in  order  to 
account  with  the  Presiding  Elder,  so  that 
all  things  be  done  in  a  regular  manner. 

K  4.  Where  a  local  Elder  or  preacher,  who 
does  not  suffer  want  himself,  preaches  at  a 
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place,  where  no  traveling  preacher  comes 
to,  he  shall  make  a  collection  and  in  like 
manner  take  a  catalogue  thereof,  and  bring 
or  send  it  to  the  Presiding  Elder  or  to  the 
Conference,  for  the  support  of  needy  preach¬ 
ers  who  preach  among  poor  people. 

5.  Should  a  traveling  Preacher  or  Elder 
desire  to  leave  the  district  assigned  him,  he 
must  first  acquaint  the  Presiding  Elder  of 
his  intention  by  writing;  and  should  any 
one  leave  or  neglect  his  station,  unless  it  be 
through  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cir¬ 
cumstances,  he  shall  be  accountable  to  the 
next  annual  Conference,  and  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  salary  for  the  time  he  may 
have  traveled  during  the  year. 

6.  Where  there  are  preachers  found  to 
be  settled  at  a  place,  who  are  poor  and  indi¬ 
gent,  and  yet  required  to  preach,  it  is  rea¬ 
sonable  and  just  that  the  Elders  should  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  support  in  proportion  to  tha 
time  they  may  be  employed,  and  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  collection  for  their  benefit  among  the 
societies  in  their  District;  though  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  the  sum  fixed  and  allotted  to  the  trav¬ 
elling  preachers. 
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SECTION  SEVENTH. 

The  method  of  receiving’  Preachers, 
and  their  duty. 

Qst.  How  is  a  preacher  to  be  received  ? 
Ana.  Any  person  desiring  license  to 
preach  among  us,  must  obtain  a  recommen¬ 
dation  from  the  class  to  which  he  belongs,  or 
one  or  more  trustworthy  persons,  and  pre¬ 
sent  it  to  a  Quarterly  Conference,  where  he 
may  be,  (it  in  their  judgment,  expedient,) 
licensed,  until  the  setting  of  the  next  Annual 
Conference,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exam¬ 
ine  said  applicant  agreeable  to  Discipline, 
and  act  accordingly.  No  one,  however,  can 
be  admitted  otherwise  than  on  trial,  and  one 
who  is  taken  on  trial,  may  either  be  admit¬ 
ted  or  rejected  without  doing  him  any  harm, 
otherwise  it  would  be  no  trial 

2.  No  preacher  of  any  other  society,  can 
be  taken  up  as  a  preacher  in  our  society, 
without  being  able  to  produce  a  recommend¬ 
ation  of  his  standing  and  behavior  from  his 
own  society,  or  of  some  trust-worthy  persons 
wTio  are  known  as  such  to  the  Conference  or 
to  the  Presiding  Elder.  In  such  case,  the 
quarterly  or  annual  Conference  may  take 
him  on  trial  tor  one  year,  after  which,  if  his 
conduct  prove  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
Gospel  of  Christ ;  he  shall  be  considered  as 
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standing  in  the  same  capacity  among  us,  m 
he  did  in  the  society  from  which  he  came. 

3.  Every  person  proposed  as  a  preacher, 
shall  be  examined  by  the  conference,  and 
the  following  questions  put  to  him  : — 

Have  you  known  God  in  Christ  Jesus  a* 
a  sin  pardoning  God,  and  have  you  obtained 
forgiveness  of  your  sins  ? 

Have  you  now  peace  with  God,  and  is  the 
love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  your  heart  by 
the  holy  spirit? 

Ho  you  follow  after  holiness? 

Ho  you  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word 
of  God,  and  that  therein  only  is  contained 
the  true  way  to  our  soul’s  salvation? 

What  foundation  have  you  for  such  be¬ 
lief  ? 

What  is  your  motive  that  you  desire  per¬ 
mission  to  preach  the  gospel? 

What  is  your  knowledge  of  faith,  of  re¬ 
pentance,  of  justification,  sanctification,  and 
redemption  ? 

Hoes  your  own  salvation,  and  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  your  fellow  mortals  lie  nearer  to  your 
heart  than  all  other  things  in  the  world  ? 

Can  you  subject  yourself  to  the  counsel  of 
your  brethren? 

Will  you  be  obedient  and  ready  to  speak 
or  hold  your  peace,  as  the  brethren  may 
think  it  expedient? 
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Are  you  willing  as  much  as  is  in  your 
power,  to  assist  in  upholding  the  itinerant 
plan,  and  support  the  same  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible? 

Qst-  2.  What  are  the  duties  of  a  preach¬ 
er? 

Ans.  To  preach  Christ  crucified,  when¬ 
ever  he  can  get  hearers,  and  establish  class- 
meetings;  to  converse  with  the  members  on 
the  situation  or  condition  of  their  souls,  and 
seek  to  administer  relief,  strengthen  and  di¬ 
rect  those  that  are  afflicted  and  labor  under- 
temptations,  to  animate  the  indolent,  and  en¬ 
deavor  as  much  as  possible  to  edify  and  in¬ 
struct  all  in  faith,  in  grace,  and  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Jesus  Christ ;  never  omit  to  visit  the 
sick,  but  on  all  occasions  to  strive  to  enforce 
and  confirm  the  doctrines  he  delivers  by  a 
well-ordered  and  exemplary  life. 

Qst.  B.  What  are  the  directions  given  to 
a  preacher  ? 

Ans.  Be  diligent  Never  trifle  away 
your  time  with  unnecessary  things,  at  any 

Elace.  Be  always  serious.  Let  your  motto 
e,  Holiness  to  the  Lord.  Avoid  all  light¬ 
ness  and  jesting.  Converse  sparingly,  and 
conduct  yourself  prudently  with  women; 
demean  yourself  in  all  respects  as  a  true 
Christian. 

2.  Bo  at  all  times  averse  to  crediting  evi? 
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reports ;  believe  evil  of  no  one  without  good 
evidence;  and  always  put  the  most  favorable 
construction  on  such  matters,  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject,  consistent  with  truth,  will  ad¬ 
mit. 

Speak  evil  of  no  one ;  whatsoever  may  be 
your'thoughts,  keep  them  within  your  own 
breast,  till  you  can  tell  the  person  concerned, 
what  you  think  wrong  in  his  "conduct. 

3.  Let  your  business  be,  to  save  as  many 
souls  as  possible ;  to  this  employment  give 
yourself  up  wholly.  Visit  those  who  need 
it,  and  act  in  all  things  not  according  to  your 
own  will,  but  as  a  son  in  the  gospel.  As 
such  it  becomes  your  duty  to  employ  your 
time  in  the  manner  here  prescribed :  in 
preaching  and  visiting  from  house  to  house  ; 
in  instruction  and  prayer,  and  in  meditating 
on  the  word  of  God ;  with  these  be  occupied 
until  our  Lord  cometh. 
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SECTION  EIGHTH. 

The  immoral  Conduct  of  Preachers, 

and  ho  w  they  are  to  he  disposed  of. 

Qst.  1.  What  shall  be  done,  when  a  Bish¬ 
op,  Presiding  Elder,  or  preacher  is  reported 
of  being  guilty  of  some  crime  forbidden  in 
the  word  of  God? 

Ans.  When  a  Bishop  is  thus  accused,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  a  Presiding  Elder  and  an 
elder,  alter  being  duly  notified  thereof,  to 
inquire  into  and  examine  whether  they  are 
founded  in  truth ;  but,  as  the  Apostle  says, 
they  shall  not  receive  an  accusation  without 
two  or  three  witnesses.  If  it  then  appear 
that  he  is  justly  accused,  they  shall  take 
down  their  proceedings  in  writing,  and  send 
a  copy  thereof  to  the  Bishop  accused;  and 
appoint  a  time  and  place  where  the  accusers 
and  accused  shall  be  present  to  each  other, 
when  the  cause  shall  be  tried  by  two  Pre¬ 
siding  Elders  and  three  Elders.  If  he  is 
found  guilty,  he  shall  hold  his  peace  till  the 
yearlyConference,  where  the  Presiding  Eld¬ 
er  and  Elders  shall  again  examine  and  try 
the  same  ;  and  if  found  guilty  again,  he  shall 
be  suspended  or  expelled  as  the  case  may 
require. 

Qst.  2.  When  a  PresidingElder  is  thus 
accused. 

An s.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  next  or 
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nearest  Elder  and  a  preacher  to  inquire  into 
and  examine  them,  and  if  the  accused  appear 
to  be  guilty,  they  shall  take  down  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  writing  and  send  him,  the  accus¬ 
ed,  a  copy  thereof,  and  appoint  a  time  and 
place  where  the  accusers  with  the  accused 
shall  meet  and  be  present  to  each  other. 
And  in  the  absence  of  the  Bishop,  another 
Presiding  Elder  and  two  Elders, shall  be  call¬ 
ed,  who  shall  examine  the  charges,  and  if  he 
is  found  guilty,  he  shall  hold  his  peace  till 
the  Conference,  where  he  shall  be  account¬ 
able. 

Qst.  3.  When  an  Elder  or  preacher  is 
charged  with  immoral  conduct,  what  shall 
be  done? 

Ans.  The  preacher  thereabout,  to  whom 
it  shall  be  known,  shall  take  with  him  ano¬ 
ther  preacher  or  exhorter,  or  leader,  and  ex¬ 
amine  into  the  charge;  should  he  appear 
guilty,  then  notice  thereof  shall  be  given 
him,  and  a  time  appointed,  where  they,  the 
accusers  and  the  accused,  shall  meet  and  be 
present  to  each  other.  Three  Elders  or 
preachers  shall  try  and  determine  his  ease, 
which  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  parties 
concerned,  each  party  appointing  one,  and 
the  two  a  third  ;  and  if  he  be  convicted,  be 
shall  hold  his  peace  till  the  conference, where 
he  shall  be  accountable. 
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But  should  sufficient  satisfaction  be  given 
jn  either  of  the  foregoing  cases,  by  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  repentance  or  otherwise,  they 
may  be  retained  if  considered  expedient. 


SECTION  NINTH. 


Members  in  general. 

Qst.  How  shall  members  be  taken  into 
our  society? 

Ans.  When  at  any  meeling  a  person 
makes  known  his  desire  to  become  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  society,  then  the  preacher  present 
shall  put  to  him  the  following  question: 

Have  you  experienced  the  pardon  of  your 
sins,  and  are  you  now  determined  by  the 
grace  of  God  to  save  your  soul? 

If  the  person  answers  the  question  in  the 
affirmative,  and  no  objection  be  made  by  any 
member,  on  account  of  his,  or  her  moral 
conduct,  then  the  preacher  will  give  his 
right  hand  to  such,  as  members  of  our  soci¬ 
ety,  and  with  consent  of  the  person,  the 
preacher  will  record  his  or  her  name  on  the 
class  book,  but  so  long  as  any  member  can¬ 
not  answer  the  above  question  in  the  affirm¬ 
ative.  such  will  have  no  vote  in  the  society. 

Every  member  of  this  society  should  ac¬ 
knowledge  and  confess,  that  he  believes  the 
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Bible  to  be  and  contain  the  holy  Word  of 
God  ;  that  he  will  henceforth  strive  with  all 
his  heart  to  seek  his  eternal  welfare  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  work  out  his  salvation  with  fear 
and  trembling,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

Every  member  should  endeavor  to  lead  a 
good  life ;  be  diligent  in  prayer,  particularly 
in  private;  and,  for  his  own  edification,  to 
be  present  and  attend,  when  practicable,  at 
all  meetings,  both  public  worship  and  prayer 
meetings. 

Heads  ot  families  should  never  omit  to 
pray  with  their  families  morning  and  even¬ 
ing,  and  set  them  a  good  example  in  all  the 
Christian  virtues. 

Every  one  should  strive  to  walk  as  in  the 
presence  of  God;  also  accustom  himself  to  a 
close  communion  with  God  in  all  his  em¬ 
ployments,  and  never  speak  evil  of  his  fellow 
beings,  but  practise  love  towards  friend  and 
foe,  do  good  to  the  pcor,  and  endeavor  to  be 
a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  in  deed. 

Every  member  shall  keep  the  Sabbath 
day  holy,  as  required  in  the  word  of  God. 
Neither  buy  nor  sell,  but  spend  the  same  in 
exercise  of  devotion,  in  reading  and  hearing 
the  word  of  God,  and  with  singing  spiritual 
hymns  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God. 

Every  member  of  this  society  should  con- 
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tribute  something  quarterly  towards  the 
support  ol’the  itinerant  preachers,  if  his  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  admit  of  it,  willingly  and 
freely. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  member  to  lead  a 
quiet,  peaceable  and  godly  life  in  the  inter¬ 
course  with  all  men,  as  it  becomes  a  Chris¬ 
tian  to  live  in  peace,  particularly  to  the 
higher  or  ruling  powers,  every  one  shall  be 
subject,  as  the  word  of  God  requires. 

Among  members  of  the  society,  the 
preachers  shall  establish  one  or  more  class- 
meetings,  and  the  members  when  practica¬ 
ble,  shall  assemble  at  the  place  appointed,  to 
hold  prayer-meetings,  in  order  to  edify 
themselves  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  love  of  good  works  in  Christ  Jesus. 

In  every  Class,  the  leader  should  be  elected 
in  presence  of  the  preacher,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  appoint  prayer  and  class  meetings,  to 
commence  and  conclude  the  same ;  the  free¬ 
dom  of  our  prayer  and  class-meetings  shall 
extend  to  any  sincere  and  well-disposed  per¬ 
son  or  persons,  who  may  desire  to  attend 
them,  although  such  persons  be  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  society. 

When  members  trespass  against  each 
other,  as  brethren  or  sisters,  correct  the 
faults  “  first  between  thee  and  him  alone  ; 
If  he  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother. 
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But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take  with 
thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of 
two  or  three  witnesses,  every  word  may  bo 
established.  And  if  he  shall  neglect  to  hear 
them,  tell  it  unto  the  church  ;  but  if  he  neg¬ 
lect  to  hear  the  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee 
as  a  Heathen  man  and  a  Publican.” 

On  any  dispute  between  two  or  more  of 
the  society,  concerning  the  payment  of  debt* 
or  other  cause,  which  cannot  be  settled  by 
the  parties  concerned,  the  preacher  who  has 
the  oversight  of  the  society,  or  the  preacher 
residing  thereabouts,  shall  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case;  and  shall  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  contending  parties  a  reference, 
consisting  of  one  arbiter  chosen  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  another  chosen  by  the  defendant ; 
which  two  arbiters  so  chosen,  shall  choose 
the  third ;  the  three  arbiters  are  then  to  de¬ 
cide  the  dispute. 

But  if  one  of  the  parties  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  judgment  given,  such  party  may 
refer  to  the  next  quarterly  or  great  meeting, 
and  apply  to  the  presiding  Elder  for  a  second 
arbitration,  and  if  the  preachers  find  suffi¬ 
cient  cause,  they  shall  grant  a  second  arbi¬ 
tration  ;  in  which  case  each  party  shall 
choose  two  arbiters,  and  the  four  arbiter* 
shall  choose  a  fifth,  the  judgment  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  whom  shall  be  final ;  and  any  per- 
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son  refusing  to  abide  by  such  judgment, 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  society.  And  if 
any  member  of  the  society  shall  refuse  in 
cases  of  debt  or  other  disputes,  to  refer  the 
matter  to  arbitration,  when  recommended  to 
him  by  a  preacher  or  leader,  who  has  the 
charge  of  the  society ;  or  shall  enter  into  a 
law-suit  with  another  member,  before  these 
measures  are  taken,  he  shall  be  expelled, 
except  the  case  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  re¬ 
quire  and  justify  a  process  at  law,  as  execu¬ 
tors  or  administrators,  or  when  a  member  is 
in  danger  of  suffering  an  unexpected  loss  of 
property,  which  will  allow  him  immediate 
legal  process. 

If  any  member  of  this  society  shall  pub¬ 
licly  transgress,  such  member  shall  likewise 
be  publicly  reprimanded,  and  in  case  such 
member  shall  not  humble  himself,  the  same 
shall  be  publicly  excluded  from  the  church. 
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SECTION  TENTH. 

Salary  of  Preachers. 

Qst.  1.  How  and  in  what  manner  shall 
the  Bishops  and  preachers  be  provided  for, 
and  how  shall  the  necessary  means  be  col¬ 
lected  P 

Ans.  A  collection  shall  annually  be  lifted 
for  the  Bishops,  at  every  preaching  place 
throughout  our  whole  society,  the  preachers 
shall  pay  over  this  collection  to  their  res¬ 
pective  Presiding  Elders  at  the  annual  Con¬ 
ference,  and  the  Presiding  Elders  shall  give 
an  account  thereof  to  their  respective  annual 
Conferences;  out  of  this  collection  the  Bish¬ 
ops  shall  receive  their  salary;  provided,  that 
one  who  has  a  family  does  not  receive  more 
than  $160  and  his  travelling  expenses ;  and 
if  without  a  family,  $80  and  his  traveling 
expenses. 

2nd.  The  preachers  in  towns  or  cities, 
who  stand  under  the  direction  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  with  the  itinerant  preachers,  receive 
their  salary  from  the  respective  societies 
whom  they  serve ;  but  it  is  their  duty  to  give 
an  account  to  the  annual  Conference,  and 
limit  their  salary  to  the  usual  salary  and 
necessary  expenses,  and  if  there  should  be 
a  surplus,  to  pay  the  same  over  to  the  annual 
2* 
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Conference,  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of 
the  traveling  preachers. 

3rd.  For  the  support  of  the  traveling 
preachers,  the  Presiding  Elder  and  preach¬ 
ers  shall  appoint  in  each  class  a  steward,  to 
make  quarterly  collections  in  money  or  pro¬ 
duce,  which  produce  to  be  valued  what  it 
may  be  worth  between  man  and  man,  and 
an  account  kept  thereof,  and  proportionably 
distributed  among  the  traveling  preachers. 
All  stewards  will  submit  their  accounts  to 
the  Presiding  Elder  at  the  quarterly  meet¬ 
ing,  and  the  Presiding  Elder  will  submit 
his  accounts  to  the  annual  Conference,  in  or¬ 
der  to  show  what  each  traveling  preacher* 
has  received,  that  equality  be  observe^.  The 
annual  salary  of  a  traveling  preacher,, 
or  traveling  Presiding  Elder  is  also  limited, 
like  the  salary  of  the  Bishops  to  $160,  if 
with  a  family;  or  $80,  if  without  a  family, 
and  traveling  expenses. 

4.  Yet  when  a  traveling  preacher  has  a 
family  of  children,  the  yearly  Conference  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  will  in  that  case 
grant  him  such  an  allowance  in  addition  to 
that  above  stated,  as  in  their  judgment  will 
accord  with  the  wants  of  said  preacher’s 
family. 

5.  Should  the  collection  of  any  one  District 
be  insufficient,  then  it  shall  be  left  to  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Conference, 
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who  will  as  they  may  fiad  it  advisable, 
make  up  such  deficiency,  out  of  other  col¬ 
lections  made. 

6.  Resolved,  that  the  Bishops,  Presiding 
Elders,  and  Circuit  Preachers,  shall  re¬ 
ceive  pay  only  in  proportion  to  the  time  they 
mav  actually  have  traveled. 

Provided  however,  that  they  shall  not  be 
docked  for  any  providential  interventions, 
such  as  sickness,  &c.  &c. 


APPENDIX. 


Of  tlie  Necessity  of  Union  among 
Ourselves. 

Let  us  be  deeply  sensibly  (from  what  we 
have  known)  of  the  evil  of  a  division  in  prin¬ 
ciple,  spirit,  or  practice,  and  the  dreadful 
consequences  to  ourselves  and  others.  If 
we  are  united,  what  can  stand  before  us?  If 
we  divide,  we  shall  destroy  ourselves,  the 
work  of  God,  and  the  souls  of  our  people. 

Qst.  What  can  be  done  in  order  to  a 
closer  union  with  each  other  ? 

Ans.  1.  Let  us  be  deeply  convinced  o  f 
the  absolute  necessity  of  it. 

2.  Pray  earnestly  for,  and  speak  truly 
and  freely  to  each  other. 
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3.  When  we  meet,  let  us  never  port 
without  prayer. 

4.  Take  great  care  not  to  despise  each 
other’s  gifts. 

5.  Never  speak  lightly  of  each  other. 

6.  Let  us  defend  each  other’s  character 
in  every  thing,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with 
truth. 

7.  Labor,  in  honor,  each  to  preter  the 
other,  before  himself. 

8.  We  recommend  a  serious  examination 
of  the  causes,  evils  and  cures  of  heari  and 
church  divisions. 


Visiting  from  House  to  House,  and 
enforcing:  Practical  Religion. 

Qst.  How  can  we  further  assist  those  un¬ 
der  our  care  ? 

Ans.  1.  By  instructing  them  at  their 
own  houses ;  which  is  necessary  in  order  to 
promote  confidence  and  communion  with 
God  among  us ;  further  to  wean  us  from  the 
love  of  the  world,  and  inure  us  to  a  life  of 
'  heavenly  mindedness  ;  also  to  encourage  us 
to  strive  after  and  practice  brotherly  love, 
that  no  evil  thinking  or  judging  of  one  ano¬ 
ther  be  found  among  us;  and  lastly,  that  we 
may  learn  to  do  as  we  would  wish  to  ba 
done  by. 
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5,  Every  preacher  should  make  it  hi9 
duty  to  instruct  the  people  on  every  occasion; 
both  public  and  private,  and  exhort  them  to 
be  diligent  in  all  good  works  and  doctrine. 
Until  this  be  done,  and  that  in  sincerity,  we 
shall,  upon  the  whole,  be  of  little  use,  and 
our  good  shall  be  evil  spoken  of,  therefore 
wherever  we  may  be,  we  should  guard  a- 
gainst  useless  and  idle  conversation. 

Undoubtedly  this  private  application  of 
visiting  from  house  to  house,  and  exhorting 
the  people,  is  found  or  implied  in  these  sol¬ 
emn  words  of  the  apostle  : 

“  I  charge  thee  before  God  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  judge  the  quick  and 
the  dead  at  his  appearing ,  preach  the  Word; 
be  instant  in  season,  and  out  of  season;  Re¬ 
prove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long  suffer- 


The  Instruction  of  Children. 

Qst.  What  shall  be  done  to  benefit  the 
rising  generation? 

Ans.  Let  him,  who  is  in  any  wise  zeal¬ 
ous  for  God,  and  the  souls  of  men,  begin  the 
work  without  delay.  Where  children  are 
found,  meet  them  as  often  as  possible ;  speak 
freely  with  them,  and  instruct  them  diligent¬ 
ly  ;  exhort  them  to  be  good,  and  pray  with 
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them  earnestly,  yet  simply  and  plainly,  that 
they  may  learn  to  know  their  Creator  and 
Redeemer  in  the  days  of  their  youth. 


Form  and  manner  of  Ordaining 
Preachers. 

1.  On  the  day  appointed,  there  shall  ba 
a  suitable  sermon  or  exhortation  delivered. 

2.  After  their  names  have  been  read  a- 
loud,  the  Bishop  or  Elder  shall  say  unto  the 
people  present : — 

3.  j Beloved  Brethren  in  Christ !  Is  there 
any  among  you,  who  know  any  impediment 
or  crime  in  any  of  those  persons  to  be  ordain¬ 
ed  Elders,  for  which  he  ought  not  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  that  office,  let  him  come  forth  in 
the  name  of  God,  and  show  what  the  crime 
or  impediment  may  be. 

4.  If  any  crime  or  impediment  be  alleg¬ 
ed,  the  Bishop  shall  cease  from  ordaining 
that  person,  until  such  time  as  the  party  ac¬ 
cused  shall  be  found  clear  of  said  crime. 

5.  If  no  accusation  be  alleged,  the  Bish¬ 
op  or  Elder,  shall  read  the  following  articles 
to  any  and  all  who  may  be  chosen  for  ordi¬ 
nation. 

“  For  an  Elder  must  be  blameless,  as  the 
steward  of  God,  not  self-willed,  not  soon  an¬ 
gry,  not  given  to  wine,  no  striker,  not  givea 
to  filthy  lucru. 
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"  But  a  lover  of  hospitality,  a  lover  of 
good  men,  sober,  just, holy,  temperate: 

“  Holding  fast  the  faithful  word  as  he  had 
been  taught,  that  he  may  be  able  by  sound 
doctrine,  both  to  exhort  and  to  convince  the 
gainsayers.” 

Qst.  Do  you  trust  that  you  are  inwardly 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  takeuponyou 
the  office  of  the  ministry,  to  serve  God  in  the 
church  of  Christ,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of 
his  holy  name  ? 

Ans.  I  trust  with  the  help  of  God. 

Qst.  Do  you  believe  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
old  and  new  Testament? 

Ans.  I  do  believe  them. 

Qst.  Will  you  apply  all  your  diligence 
to  trame  and  fashion  your  life  according  to 
the  doctrine  of'  Christ ;  and  to  make  your¬ 
self,  as  much  as  in  you  lieth,  a  wholesome 
example  of  the  flock  of  Christ  ? 

Ans.  I  will,  the  Lord  being  my  helper. 

Qst.  Will  you  obey  them  to  whom  the 
charge  and  government  over  you  is  com¬ 
mitted,  following  with  a  glad  mind  and 
will,  their  godly  admonitions? 

Ans.  1  will  endeavor,  through  the  grace 
of  God,  so  to  do. 

[Then  prayer  is  made.] 

After  prayer,  the  Bishop  and  Elder  shall 


48 


lay  their  hands  upon  the  heads  of  every  one 
of  them,  and  say  : 

“  Take  thou  authority  to  execute  the  office 
of  an  Elder  in  the  Church  of  God.  In  the 
name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost.”  Amen. 

Hereupon  the  Bishop  or  Elder,  shall  deliv¬ 
er  to  every  one  of  them  the  Holy  Bible, 
saying : 

f‘  Take  thou  authority  to  read  and  preach 
the  Word  of  God  in  the  church  of  Christ.” 

Then  the  Bishop  or  Elder  shall  read  from 
the  12th  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  35 — 38 : 

Let  your  loins  be  girded  about  and  your 
lights  burning,  and  ye  yourselves  like  unto 
men  that  wait  for  the  Lord,  when  he  will 
return  from  the  wedding,  that  when  he  com- 
eth  and  knocketh,  they  may  open  unto  him 
immediately.  Blessed  are  those  servants 
whom  the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find 
watching.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  he 
shall  gird  himself,  and  make  them  sit  down 
to  meat,  and  will  come  forth  to  serve  them. 

And  if  he  shall  come  in  the  second  watch, 
or  come  in  the  third  watch,  and  find  them 
so,  blessed  are  those  servants. 

Then  the  Bishop  or  Elder  shall  pray. — 
After  which  the  following  benediction  is  pro¬ 
nounced. 

The  peace  of  God  keep  your  hearts  and 
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minds  in  the  knowledge  of  Jetus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen . 


Ttie  form  to  solemnize  Marriage, 
ADDRESS. 

We  are  gathered  together  in  the  sight  of 
God,  and  in  the  presence  of  these  witnesses, 
to  join  together  N.  and  M.  as  man  and  wife, 
if  any  person  present  know  any  just  cause 
or  impediment  why  these  two  persons 
should  not  be  joined  in  marriage,  they  will 
now  speak  or  for  ever  hereafter  hold  their 
peace. 

If  no  impediment  be  alleged,  then  shall 
the  minister  say  unto  the  man. 

N.  N.  Wilt  thou  have  this  woman  M. 
M.  to  thy  wedded  wife,  to  live  together  af¬ 
ter  God’s  ordinance.  W ilt  thou  love,  honor 
and  comfort  her,  in  sickness  and  in  health, 
in  prosperity  and  in  adversity,  forsaking  all 
others,  keep  thee  only  unto  her,  so  long  as 
ye  both  shall  live  : — It  so,  then  answer  yes. 

Then  shall  the  Minister  say  unto  the  wo¬ 
man. 

M.  M.  Wilt  thou  have  this  man  N.  N. 
to  thy  wedded  husband,  to  live  together  af¬ 
ter  God’s  ordinance  •  wilt  thou  love,  honor, 
and  obey  him,  in  sickness  and  in  health,  in 
prosperity  and  in  adversity,  forsaking  all 
others,  keep  thee  only  unto  him  so  long  as 
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ye  both  shall  live; — If  so,  then  answer  yes. 

Then  the  Minister  shall  require  them  to 
join  their  right  hands  together  and  say. 

Those  whom  God  had  joined  together,  let 
no  man  put  asunder.  In  as  much  as  N.  and 
M-  have  consented  together  in  marriage, 
and  have  witnessed  the  same  before  God  and 
these  witnesses,  I  pronounce  them  man  and 
wife,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost.  Amen. 


How  to  receive  an  Exporter. 

Any  Brother  desiring  license  to  exhort, 
will  first  make  it  known  to  the  class-leader, 
and  the  class-leader  will  procure  a  recom¬ 
mendation  from  the  class  of  which  the  appli¬ 
cant  is  a  member  at  the  time,  upon  w'hich 
the  Presiding  Elder  with  the  advice  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  will  license  the  bro¬ 
ther. 


Forming' and  Meeting  Classes. 

Whereas  it  is  made  the  duty  of  Elders 
-  and  Preachers  to  form  and  hold  class-meet¬ 
ings,  which  should  always  be  done  in  great 
moderation  and  meekness,  no  member  will 
be  allowed  to  use  any  means  or  measures  to 
hinder  or  prevent  an  Elder  or  Preacher  in 
the  discharge  of  this  their  duty,  a  member 
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acting  to  the  contrary  shall  be  accountable 
to  the  next  quarterly  Co'nterence . 


Book  Printing-. 

Resolved,  that  none  of  our  members,  ei¬ 
ther  preachers  or  lay-men,  shall  be  permit- 
ed  to  become  the  author  of  a  Doctrinal  Book 
or  Pamphlet,  in  a  printed  form,  without  the 
approbation  ot  the  Annual  Conference  or  a 
select  committee  by  them  chosen. 


Free-Masonry. 

Resolved,  that  Free-Masonry  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  be  totally  discountenanc¬ 
ed,  and  in  no  wise  tolerated  in  our  society, 
should  any  of  our  members  continue  to  attend 
their  lodges,  or  join  as  a  member  of  Free- 
Masonry  in  any  of  their  processions,  or  oth¬ 
erwise  join  the  fraternity,  he  will  by  so  doing 
exclude  himself  as  a  member  of  our  church. 


Presents. 

Every  traveling  preacher  in  our  society, 
shall  yearly  account  to  the  Conference,  for 
all  presents  he  may  have  received  on  his  cir¬ 
cuit,  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar  or  more,  for 
the  use  of  himself  or  family.  And  il  the 
Conference  be  convinced  that  any  one  cir 
cuit  has  given  presents  instead  of  collections. 
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or  that  the  preacher  endeavored  to  get  such 
in  the  place  of  collections,  in  such  case  pres¬ 
ents  shall  be  considered  as  collections  by  the 
Conference.  But  ifon  examination  it  should 
not  so  appear,  then  those  preachers  receiving 
presents  shall  hold  them  as  their  own,  and  in 
addition  receive  all  the  Discipline  allows 
them. 


Slavery. 

Resolved,  That  all  slavery,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  be  totally  prohibited, 
and  in  no  way  tolerated  in  our  church. — 
Should  any  be  found  in  our  society,  who 
hold  slaves,  they  cannot  continue  as  mem¬ 
bers,  without  they  do  personally  manumit, 
or  set  free  such  slaves. 


Oatlis, 

We,  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  Do 
believe,  that  the  practice  of  swearing,  either 
by  the  Bible,  or  in  the  name  of  Almighty' 
God,  is,  in  our  opinion,  contrary  to  the  word 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  says,  “  swear 
not  at  all,”  and  that  the  mode  of  testifying 
to  the  Truth,  when  thereto  rea.uired  so  to  do 
in  a  legal  form,  by  way  of  affirmation,  is  on 
us  solemnly,  conscientiously  and  fully  bind¬ 
ing  before  God  and  man  to  tell  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
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Vending  and  Distillation  of  ardent 
spirits. 

Should  any  Exhorter,  Preacher,  or  Elder, 
from  and  after  the  next  annual  conference  in 
1834,  be  engaged  in  the  distillation  or  vend¬ 
ing  of  ardent  spirits,  he  shall  for  the  first  and 
second  offence  be  accountable  to  the  quar¬ 
terly  or  yearly  conference,  of  which  he  is 
a  member;  the  said  conference  shall  in 
meekness  admonish  the  offending  brother  to 
desist ;  should  those  friendly  admonitions  fail, 
and  the  party  continue  to  act  in  the  same,  and 
it  be  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  yearly 
conference,  such  Preacher,  Elder  or  Exhort¬ 
er,  shall  for  the  time  being, not  be  considered  a 
member  of  our  church. 


CIRCULAR. 

TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF 
THE  “UNITEDBRETIIREN  IN  CHRIST.” 

Dearly  beloved  Brethren  in  the  Lord : — 

W e,  as  your  humble  servants  in  the  Gospel 
yoke, feeling  as  much  as  ever  convinced  of  the 
great  evil  existing  in  our  world,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  inordinate  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
do  hereby  express  our  entire  disapprobation 
to  the  rage  of  that  great  monster,  in  our  land. 
VVe  would  therefore,  in  the  most  affectionate 
terms  beseech  you  all  by  the  mercies  of  him5 
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who,  in  this  lower  world,  went  about  doing 
good;  and  by  whose  authority  it  is  said  that 
no  drunkard  shall  inherit  eternal  life;  to  with¬ 
hold  your  influence  from  the  inordinate  use 
of  the  hydra  monster,  which  has  done 
so  much  evil  in  this  Christian  land.  And  we 
would  now  ask  our  brethren,  have  any  of  you 
Distilleries  in  operation?  And  do  you  sell 
to  the  Tavern  keeper,  or  to  him  who  keeps  a 
grocery,  or  to  any  of  your  neighbors,  for  the 
purpose  of  occasional  drinking  or  public  gath¬ 
erings?  If  you  do.  Brethren!  It  is  to  be 
feared,  that  there  are  heavy  responsibilities 
resting  upon  you.  Take  care  that  in  the 
great  day  of  eternity,  you  do  not  suffer  loss, 
and  some  of  your  works  be  burned.  We 
would  also  say,  that  if  any  of  our  brethren 
are  engaged  in  selling  or  retailing  this  dis¬ 
graceful  traffic;  they  are  in  our  opinion,  un¬ 
der  equal  responsibilities — for  to  say  the  least 
of  it;  it  is  demoralizing  in  its  tendency  ;  and 
feeling  disposed,  as  a  General  Conference,  to 
advise,  rather  than  legislate  on  this  subject; 
we  do  say,  that  if  our  brethren  regard  us  as 
'  those  who  are  watching  over  their  souls  for 
good,  they  will  at  once  desist  from  every  kind 
of  traffic  mentioned  in  this  article  as  a  drink. 
And,  in  conclusion,  we  would  say,  that  what¬ 
ever  the  sacrifice  may  be  on  the  part  of  our 
brethren  in  consequence  of  our  humble  re- 


quest,  they  will  have  a  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing  complied  with  the  request  of  those  who 
wish  them  well ;  and  we  trust,  a  conscience 
void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man. 

May  the  great  head  of  the  church,  bless  us 
with  the  mind  that  was  in  Jesus  Christ.  A- 
men. 

Written  and  passed  in'  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  Germantown,  Montgomery  Co., Ohio, 
May  16  th, 1837. 

W.  R.  Rhinehaet,  Sec’y. 


PREAMBLE. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  General  Conference 
held  by  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  in 
Germantown,  Ohio,  May  10th  1837,  it  was 
resolved  that  a  constitution  should  be 
formed,  for  the  better  government  of  a  Print¬ 
ing  Establishment,  now  in  operation  in  the 
town  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  belonging  to  said 
Church. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sec.  1.  Resolved,  That  the  above  Print¬ 
ing  Establishment  be  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Conference  Printing  Establishment, 
of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 

Sec.  2.  Resolved ,  That  all  legislative  au¬ 
thority  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in  the 
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General  Conference  of  said  Church'  whose 
duty  it  is,  to  make  or  amend  any  rules  which 
in  their  judgment,  may  seem  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of 
the  General  Conference,  to  appoint  or  elect 
three  .Trustees  every  lour  years;  and  also, 
to  employ  an  Editor  and  Treasurer. 

Sec.  4.  Resolved,  If  a  vacancy  should  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  Editorial  or  Treasury  department, 
by  sickness,  death,  or  otherwise,  that,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  employ 
some  other  suitable  person  or  persons  to  fill 
said  vacancy,  until  the  silting  of  the  next 
General  Conference. 

Sec.  5.  Resolved,  Also,  that  in  case  a  va¬ 
cancy  should  occur  with  the  Trustees  either 
by  death  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  remaining  two,  to  make  choice  of  a 
third  person  to  fill  said  vacancy,  until  the 
sitting  of  the  next  General  Conference. 

Sec.  6.  Resolved,  That  the  proceeds  of 
said  establishment,  over  and  above  contin¬ 
gent  expenses,  shall  be  applied  to  the  travel¬ 
ing  and  worn  out  preachers  and  their  wid¬ 
ows  and  orphans;  to  be  divided  among  the 
different  annual  conferences,  as  the  General 
Conference  may  direct. 

AE&TICJjE  II. 

Sec.  1.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Trustees  to  make  settlement  with 
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the  Treasurer  and  Editor  every  six  months, 
and  cause  the  Treasurer  to  make  out  and  re¬ 
port  to  each  annual  Conference  of  the  Scioto 
district,  and  also  to  make  a  special  report  to 
each  General  Conference. 

Sec.  2.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Scioto  annual  Conference,  in  the 
interval  of  a  General  Conference,  to  see  that 
the  Editor,  Treasurer  and  Trustees,  dis¬ 
charge  their  official  duties  as  required  in  this 
constitution. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved,  That  on  impeachment 
of  any  of  the  above  named  officers,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  above  named  annual  Con¬ 
ference,  to  examine  into  said'  impeachment, 
and  if  guilty  in  their  opinion,  to  dismiss 
them,  and  supply  the  vacancy  until  the  sit¬ 
ting  of  the  next  Conference. 

AKTICEE  III. 

Sec.  1.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of 
the  Editor  to  pay  strict  attention  to  all  com¬ 
munications  sent  for  insertion,  to  revise  them 
if  necessary,  and  insert  them;  nevertheless, 
if  he  should  receive  any,  which,  in  his  opin¬ 
ion  are  inconsistent  with  the  doctrine  and 
rules  of  our  Church,  he  shall  present  them 
to  the  Treasurer,  or  one  or  more  of  the  Trus¬ 
tees,  and  if  rejected  by  them  shall  be  with¬ 
held,  otherwise  inserted. 

Sec.  2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of 
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the  Editor  to  write  editorial  for  each  paper, 
and  attend  strictly  to  the  reading  ot  proof- 
sheet;  making  selections,  &c.;  and  when  not 
employed  in  either,  to  put  in  his  time  in  la¬ 
bor  in  the  office  as  other  hands. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved,  Also,  that  it  be  the  du¬ 
ty  of  the  Editor  to  keep  a  general  oversight 
over  the  hands  in  the  office,  and  see  that  they 
do  not  spend  their  time  in  idleness. 

Sec.  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  shall 
have  a  general  oversight  over  the  Editor  and 
Treasurer,  and  see  that  they  discharge  their 
duties,  and  if  they  do  not,  may  be  suspended 
from  office,  until  the  setting  of  the  next  an¬ 
nual  Conference,  who  shall  determine  the 
case;  in  which  case  said  Trustees  shall  supply 
the  vacancy,  for  the  time  being. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  1.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  du¬ 
ty  of  the  Treasurer  to  take  charge  of  all  tem¬ 
porary  concerns  of  the  office,  keep  all  the 
books  pertaining  thereunto,  furnish  by  the 
direction  of  Trustees,  such  materials  as  may 
be  needed  at  all  times,  and  to  act  as  a  gener- 
'al  Book-agent  under  the  instruction  of  said 
l  rustees. 

Sec.  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer, 
when  not  employed  in  his  official  duties,  shall 
work  in  the  office  as  another  hand. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved,  Finally,  thatthe  Trus- 
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tees  shall  have  a  right  to  make  any  by-laws 
that  to  them  may  seem  expedient,  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  minor  concerns  of 
the  office.  Provided,  they  do  not  violate  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  constitution. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Conference  on  the 
day  and  dale  above  written. 

HENRY  KUMLER, 

SAM’L  HE1STAND. 

VV.  R.  Rhinehart,  See’y. 


Building  Meeting  Mouses,  and  t!ie  or¬ 
der  to  fee  observed. 

Q.  Is  any  thing  advisable  in  regard  to 
building  meeting  houses. 

A.  Let  all  our  meeting  houses  be  built 
plain  and  decent  with  free  seats,  and  not 
more  expensive  than  necessary. 

Q.  To  whom  are  our  meetinghouses  and 
the  premises  belonging  to  them,  to  be  deed¬ 
ed? 

A.  To  a  Board  of  Trustees  and  their  suc¬ 
cessors  in  office,  in  trust  as  the  property  of 
the  church  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 

Q.  How  is  a  Board  of  Trustees  constitut¬ 
ed? 

A.  Whenever  it  is  contemplated  by  a  so¬ 
ciety  to  build  or  purchase  a  meeting  house, 
it  shall  be  (he  duty  of  a  leader  or  steward  oi 
ruch  society,  to  make  it  known  to  the  Quar- 
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terly  Conference  of  the  circuit  or  station  to 
which  they  belong,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
appoint  a  judicious  Board  of  Trustees,  of  not 
less  than  three  in  number, — Provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  none  be  required  to  serve  more 
than  four  years  unless  indispensably  neces¬ 
sary  . 

No  person  shall  be  considered  eligible  as 
a  Trustee  lor  any  of  our  meeting  houses,  who 
is  not  a  regular  member  of  our  church. 

Q.  How  are  the  Trustees  to  proceed  in 
building  a  meeting  house? 

A.  They  shall  form  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  necessary  to  procure  a  lot  of  ground, 
to  build  and  make  such  other  improvements 
as  may  be  conceived  necessary :  however, 
they  shall  not  commence  building,  until  two- 
thirds  of  the  money  according  to  such  estim¬ 
ate  shall  be  secured,  or  subscribed;  and  also, 
a  lawful  title  for  the  lot  upon  which  they  in¬ 
tend  to  build. 

To  hold  annual  meetings,  and  keep  a  fair 
and  regular  record  of  all  the  transactions  of 
-their  board,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  which  shall  at  all  times  be  open  for  in¬ 
spection,  by  the  Quarterly  Conferences  of 
said  circuit,  or  station. 

To  take  care  of  the  meeting-house  proper¬ 
ty,  furniture,  premises,  burial  ground,  fyc. 

Q.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  vacancy 
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or  vacancies  occur  in  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
by  ceasing  to  be  a  member,  by  suspensation, 
death  or  otherwise. 

A.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference,  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  or 
persons,  to  fill  such  vacancy  or  vacancies. 

Q.  What  shall  be  done  when  any  of  our 
houses  are  vacant? 

A.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  a  Quarterly 
Conference  of  the  nearest  circuit,  to  appoint 
not  less  than  three  suitable  persons  for  Trus¬ 
tees, who  shall  have  the  power  when  author¬ 
ized  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  that 
Conference,  to  lease,  rent,  or  sell  such  meet¬ 
ing  house  and  the  appurtenances  belonging 
to  it,  and  appropriate  the  money  arising  from 
such  lease,  rent  or  sale,  to  what  it  may  di¬ 
rect. 

Note. — The  Trustees  will  be  careful  in 
all  cases  to  have  deeds  of  conveyance  legally 
executed  and  recorded  in  the  county  records 
where  the  property  is,  that  is,  to  have  the 
deed  made  to  them  and  to  their  successors  in 
office,  in  trust  for  the  Church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ,  and  that  they  will  erect 
and  build,  or  cause  to  be  built,  a  house  of 
worship,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
said  church,  according  to  the  rules  of  Discip¬ 
line,  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  adop¬ 
ted  by  the  church. 
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Book.- Agents. 

1.  Resolved — That  there  shall  be  a  Book 
Agent  appointed  in  each  Annual  Conference 
District, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge 
of  all  books,  &c.  sent  him  by  the  Treasurer 
of,  and  appertaining  to  the  Conference  print¬ 
ing  establishment,  in  Circleville. 

2.  Resolved,  That  he,  (the  said  agent)  shall 
be  accountable  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  printing  establishment,  in  Circle¬ 
ville,  Ohio. 

3.  Resolved — That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Agent,  so  far  as  may  be  safe  or  expe¬ 
dient,  to  distribute  all  the  Books  sent  him 
by  the  Treasurer,  to  the  circuit  preachers, 
for  the  use  of  the  church. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Agent  keep  an  accur¬ 
ate  account  of  all  the  distributions  and  col¬ 
lections  for,  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  Confer¬ 
ence  printing  establishment.  If  books  are 
wanted  in  his  District,  he  is  to  notify  the 
Treasurer  by  letter. 

5.  Resolved — That  the  Agent  shall  make 
settlement  with  the  Treasurer,  by  letter  or 
otherwise,  every  six  months. 


ERRATA. 

Eighth  page — 2d  line;  read  1815,  instead  of  1835.— 
This  error  was  not  discovered  until  some  were  struck  off . 
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